“Many local bears are
becoming less wild and more
dependent on human- gener-

ated garbage for food. This
change in behavior often leads
to “garbage bears” or what
some call “problem bears”.
In the Tahoe basin, several of
these “garbage bears” are killed
each year because they have
lost their wildness. It’s
everyone’s responsibility to
help keep our bears
alive and wild.”
-TAHOE COUNCIL FOR WILD BEARS

KEEP BEARS ALIVE AND WILD

Bears that visit human occupied areas are usually In search of food.You will be
less likely to have encounters with bears if the recommended precautions are
taken, so that bears do not associate humans with a source for food. Once they
do, they become habituated to humans. Relocating big habituated bears relocates
the problem, It does not solve It. It is lllegal In California and strongly discour-
aged in Nevada to feed bears,and many communities have ordinances penalizing
those who feed wild animals.

A FED BEAR 1s A DEAD BEAR

Once habituated to human sources of food, bears will seek them out, creating
conflicts with humans.The bear’s behavior will not stop voluntarily, and unless
the nuisance behavior can be corrected, bears may be killed for various

reasons including property damage or due to collisions with vehicles. In order to
avoid these deaths, the food source must be removed.

PURCHASE A BEAR RESISTANT TRASH CAN

Here is a list of approved vendors that sell approved animal-resistant garbage
can enclosures and cans.

www.brownbearbox.com www.brownbear.com
www.bearbox.org www.nobearcan.com
www.bearsaver.com www.gpfab.com
www.bearguardinfo.com www.brownbearhomecare.com

CONTACT CLEAN TAHOE PROGRAM
FOR MORE INFORMATION 530.544.4210
CLEANTAHOE@SBCGLOBAL.NET




